Murein hydrolases of Caulobacter crescentus.
Caulobacter crescentus was found to exhibit a similar autolytic response to a variety of factors affecting the structure of the cell envelope and interfering with murein synthesis as several other species of bacteria. Autolysis was accompanied by the hydrolysis of murein with the release of soluble degradation products. Several murein hydrolases with different bond specificity were found and except for the absence of DD-carboxypeptidase and LD-carboxypeptidase activities the make-up of these enzymes resembled that of the well studied bacterium Escherichia coli.